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Welcome to learn Japanese grammar absolute beginner. In this video series, you learn 
basic Japanese grammar patterns and phrases through easy to follow audio and visual 
cues. Here is what we will cover in this lesson. Ready? Let’s get started. 


SHEA. (Sumimasen.) 


Jessi: Okay in this lesson, you will learn how to say excuse me and | am sorry. 


Naomi: The best part is, you only have to learn one phrase for both. 


Jessi: That’s right. There is one phrase that covers both of these meanings. That 
makes it easy, and that word is, Naomi? 


Naomi: J HtA. (Sumimasen.) 


Jessi: SHAEA. (Sumimasen.) One time slowly? 


Naomi: J, A, E, Hy. Ao (Su, mi, ma, se, n.) 


Jessi: And one more time at regular speed. 


Naomi: J HtA. (Sumimasen.) 


Jessi: So this TH HELA (Sumimasen.) has two meanings, excuse me and | am 
sorry. So the first meaning of J HEA (Sumimasen.), excuse me, is used to get the 
attention of somebody. So that means you can use it to call out to a stranger or a 
waiter at a restaurant, things like that. 


Naomi: 4D, THEA. (Ano, sumimasen.) 


Jessi: Um...excuse me. Like that. 


Naomi: So that’s the first meaning of SdH EA (sumimasen). 


Jessi: The second meaning again is, | am sorry. 


Naomi: do ! THEA ! (A! Sumimasen!) 


Jessi: Which is, oh! | am sorry! This is really useful. If you make some kind of 
mistake, it can all be handled with F HEHA (sumimasen) 


Naomi: Please remember this phrase 


SHEA. (Sumimasen.) 


7K. BEALL ES. (Mizu, o-negai shimasu.) 


Jessi: In this lesson, you will learn how to ask for something in Japanese. 


Naomi: There is one phrase you will learn for that in this lesson. 


Jessi: HRALYLET. (O-negai shimasu.) 


Naomi: On its own, you can think of it as meaning, please. 


Jessi: Yes as in, menu please, water please, and so on. Okay, so Naomi, what’s the 
formation? 


Naomi: Very simple. Just say the item you want and add SPALL EF (o-negai 
shimasu) 


Jessi: So that’s item plus SEUL ET. (o-negai shimasu) 


Naomi: Exactly. X231—,. ELJ, (Menyd, o-negai shimasu.) 


Jessi: Literally, menu please. In more natural English, we’d say, can | get a menu? And 


the next one? 


Naomi: 7K. ELUL ES. (Mizu, o-negai shimasu.) 


Jessi: Can | get some water? Now a menu and water are both physical objects. So you 
can use this HFAL\L EF (o-negai shimasu) for actual tangible things. But you can 
also use it for not so tangible things. 


Naomi: Ah, like a service. 


Jessi: Right. 


Naomi: $32. AHEAL\L ES. (Chimon, o-negai shimasu.) 


Jessi: SEX (chimon) is order and SALL KT (o-negai shimasu) is like please. So 
literally it’s like saying order please. You may think it means something like, can | 
have my order please? But what it really means is, can you take my order please? 


Naomi: So you are asking them to do something. 


Jessi: Yes. Quite handy this SELL J. (o-negai shimasu.) 


7K. bub ÆJ., (Mizu, o-negai shimasu.) 
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